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§ 74-1.  Definitions.

As used in this Ordinance, the following words have the meanings indicated:

COUNCIL – The Mayor and Council of the Town of Millington.

HIGHWAY – The entire width between the boundary lines of any way or thoroughfare of which any part is used by the public for vehicular travel, whether or not the way of the thoroughfare has been dedicated to the public and accepted by and proper authority.

PERSON – Any individual person or any group, association, company, firm, partnership, corporation, or other type of commercial enterprise.

TOWN – The Town of Millington.

§ 74-2.  Loud and disturbing noises prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, cause to be made or continued, or permit to be made or continued any loud and disturbing noise prohibited by this Ordinance.

§ 74-3.  Noises generally prohibited - enumeration.

Prohibited Noises.  The following noises are hereby declared to be loud and disturbing noises in violation of this Ordinance:


The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle on 
any street, way, highway, avenue, or alley or other public place except when reasonably necessary 
to ensure safe operation.


The creation by any means of any horn or signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound.


The sounding of any horn or signaling device for an unnecessary or unreasonable length of time.


The sounding of any horn or signaling device except on operated by hand or electricity.


The sounding of any horn, whistle, or other signaling device operated by engine exhaust.


Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or singing at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the 
quiet, comfort, or repose of any persons in any dwelling, hotel, other type of residence or business 
establishment.

Prohibited Acts.  The following acts are hereby declared to be productive of loud and disturbing noises and are hereby declared to be a violation of this Ordinance.


The playing, using, or operating of any radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or 
other machine or device for producing or reproducing of sound that:


in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet, and comfort of other persons in the vicinity; or


at any time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the person or persons 
who are 
voluntary listeners thereto and who are in the immediate vicinity, vehicle, or chamber in 
which such machine or device is operated.

The causing or permitting of any of the acts set forth in § 74-3.B (1).

Prima Facie Evidence.  The operation of any radio receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph, or other machine or device for producing or reproducing of sound in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of fifty (50) feet from the device, building, structure, or vehicle in which the noise is generated shall be proma facie evidence of a violation of this Ordinance.

§ 74-4.  Noise for entertainment purposes.

Prohibited Noises.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to play, use, operate, or permit to be played, used, or operated any radio, musical instrument, phonograph, or other machine or device designed for the producing or reproducing of sound:

If such sound is for the purpose of entertainment or is used for that purpose and

If the noise source is located in or upon a public street, highway, sidewalk, park, thoroughfare, or other public area, or is located in or upon a public access area, including but not limited to a shopping mall or a parking lot, or on any private property, and the sound can be heard more than fifty (50) feet from its source; or

If the noise source is in a building or other structure and the sound can be heard more than one hundred (100) feet away from the building or structure or the boundaries of the property surrounding such building or structure, whichever is greater.

Prima Facie Evidence.  It shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this Section if the noise can be heard outside the limits set forth in § 74-4.A (1) (a) and (b).

Presumptions.

Where the source of the prohibited noise, as set forth in § 74-4.A(1)(a), is a portable noise-producing or noise-reproducing device, including but not limited to a radio, tape recorder, or tape player, and where such device is present in or is being transported through a public street, highway, area, or access area or is present on any private property, the person or persons in possession of the device shall be presumed to have permitted the noise in violation of this Section in the absence of evidence to the contrary.

Where the source of the prohibited noise, as set forth in § 74-4.A(1)(b), is located in a building or other structure, the owner, occupant, resident, manager, or other person in possession of the premises shall, if present, be presumed to have permitted the noise in violation of this Section in the absence of evidence to the contrary.

Warnings/Arrests.  A police officer, having probable cause to believe a violation of this Section is being committed, may warn the apparent perpetrator or perpetrators to cease such noise as violates this Section.  If the violation persists after such warning, the officer may arrest, without a warrant, the perpetrator or perpetrators of the violation, and it is not necessary for the officer to have received a complaint in order to so act.

§ 74-5.  Noise from electronic devices.

Prohibited Noises.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to broadcast, or to permit to be broadcast, for advertising purposes, or for any other purposes whatsoever, sound over a speaker, loudspeaker, or other device for the production, reproduction, or amplification of sound in any manner so as to allow the sound to be audible to normal human hearing beyond a distance of one hundred (100) feet from the premises of the building, vehicle, or property wherein such device is located or upon which or to which such device is affixed.

Prima Facie Evidence.  It shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this Section if the noise can be heard outside the limits set forth in § 74-5.A

Presumption.  The owner, manager, or other person in possession of the building, vehicle, or property, from which emanates sound prohibited by § 74-5.A, shall, if present, be presumed to have permitted the noise in violation of this Section in the absence of evidence to the contrary.

§ 74-6.  Temporary exemptions.

A permit for a temporary exemption from the provision of § 74-1 though § 74-5 of this Ordinance may be issued by the Mayor and Council for commercial, political, civic, charitable, or other community activities, including, but not limited to fund raisers, carnivals, bazaars, meetings, and other activities of other than a day-to-day nature.

Each application for such permit shall be addressed to the Mayor and Council, shall be accompanied by a fee to be determined by the Mayor and Council shall be set forth:

The date and hours between which such noise is to be made; and

The nature of the mechanical device to be employed for such purpose; and

The person or persons to be in charge of the operation thereof.

The application shall be rejected by the Mayor and Council if there is a good sufficient reason within the meaning and purpose of this Ordinance for rejecting the application.

§ 74-7.  Non-applicability of ordinance.

The provisions of § 74-4 though § 74-6 shall not apply to:

Town permitted events in public parks; or

Federal, State, or Local Government agencies; or

Public service companies as defined in Article 78 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

§ 74-8.  Severability.

If any provision of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or the applicability thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity does not affect other provisions of any other application of this Ordinance which can be given affect without the invalid provision or application, and for this purpose the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be and are hereby severable.

§ 74-9.  Violations and penalties.

Any person violating the provisions of this Article/Chapter shall be deemed guilty of a Municipal Infraction and shall upon conviction thereof be punished be a fine as outlined in the Code of the Town of Millington Chapter 2.  Each day, or each separate occasion during each such day, that a violation of this Article/Chapter occurs or reoccurs shall constitute a separate offense.

