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Chapter 55 

WATER 

ARTICLE I 


General Regulations 

§ 55-1. Definitions. 


As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 


CUSTOMER -- An applicant for service receiving water service at one premise and who is the 
owner of record of the premises...  Such premises may include:


(a.) a building or combination of buildings used for one residence or one business


(b.) a building or combination of buildings owned by one person and containing a number of 
businesses or residences, provided however that each residence or business shall be 
treated as a separate customer and subject to the rate schedule applicable thereto. 


LATERAL -- The line from the main to the premises of the customer. 


LOT -- Any vacant land on which no premises are located or which is described in a deed separate 
from any other lot on which premises may be located... 


MAIN -- The Town-owned piping and fixtures in or along public highways and streets or along 
private owned rights-of-way used for the transmission or distribution of water. 


PERSONS -- Any person, firm, association or corporation. 


TOWN -- The Town of Millington, or its duly authorized officers or agents. 

§ 55-2. Water meters. 


A. 
Meters required. All premises using the town water supply must be equipped with an 


approved water meter. Water meters shall be supplied by the Town, and shall remain the 


property of the Town at all times. The cost of installation of the meters shall be paid for 


by the customer. 


B. 
Installation. Meters shall be installed in a location approved by the Town and affording 


easy access.  


C. 
Reading meters. The Town shall read or cause to be read every water meter used in the 


town at such times as are necessary for the bills to be sent out at the proper time. 


D. 
Testing meters. Any municipal water meter shall be taken out and tested upon written 


request of the customer.  The fee for testing a meter shall be set by resolution duly 


adopted after a public hearing.  In the event the meter is found to be faulty there shall bee 


no charge for the test. 

§ 55-3. Rates. 


A. 
The rates per revenue unit and the usage charges for water service shall be as determined 


by the Mayor and Council and may be changed from time to time by a resolution duly 


adopted after a public hearing. A revenue unit is equivalent to one (1) residential usage. 


The Town shall have the right to set and establish how many revenue units are located in 


each individual structure. 


B. 
Rates established for water service may reflect varying charges for varying levels of 


consumption or service or such other circumstances as Mayor and Council may 



determine are appropriate.

§ 55-4. Billing procedures; payment of charges. 


A. 
A bill will be generated in the same manner as the Sewer bill.  The water bill due date 


shall be the same 
date that the Sewer bill is due.  Bills that are paid after the due date 


shall be subject to a penalty as established by resolution duly adopted after a public 


hearing.


B. 
Property owners will receive the bill and be responsible for payment of charges for all 


services provided by the Town of Millington.  


C. 
In the event of a challenge to a bill by a property owner claiming a major undetected  leak 

or faulty meter, formally filed in writing and accompanied by such documentation as may 

support  such claim, excess charges may be waived and the bill readjusted to reflect the 


average of the lesser of the three preceding or three succeeding quarters. No customer 


shall be permitted more than one claim as a result of a leak in any 10 year period.

§ 55-5. Action upon nonpayment of water charges. 


A. 
Thirty Days After the due date, notice may be given to all customers whose bills are in 


arrears, by posting or by door hangers on said customers premises.  


B.
 Mayor and Council may make such regulations, duly adopted by resolution, for  partial  


payments or deferred payments as they may deem appropriate. 

C.   
All water bills not paid and in arrears two (2) quarters after the date on which they are 


due and payable shall become a lien on the owners’ real property in the same manner 


property taxes.  These liens shall be collected in the same manner as delinquent Town 


taxes, pursuant to § C6-16 of the Town Charter.
§ 55-6. Curtailment and/or regulation of water usage; notification. 

The Town is hereby authorized and empowered, whenever in its judgment it shall think it necessary for the preservation of public health and safety, to suspend, curtail, regulate and prohibit the use of water from the municipal water system of the Town for the operation of fountains, swimming pools, pavements, streets, lawns, flowers, shrubbery, gardens, etc., and for washing automobiles and other vehicles and to regulate, curtail or prohibit the use of water for any purposes other than ordinary domestic, household and culinary purposes. The Town is hereby authorized and empowered to give reasonable notice, whenever possible, to all consumers of water to curtail, regulate or refrain from the use of water for all or any of the purposes specified in this section. 

§ 55-7. Discontinuance of Services; Reconnection Charge 


A. 
Discontinuance by the Town. Water service may be discontinued by the Town for any 


one (1) of the following reasons: 



(1) For failure to pay water and sewer bills within 30 days of the due date.



(2) Misrepresentation in applications. 



(3) Willful waste of water. 



(4) Failure to comply with restrictions imposed under § 55-6 of this chapter. 



(5) Tampering with, damaging or bypassing water meters or any other part of the Town 


      water system.



(6) Refusal of reasonable access to property to determine if there is a cross connection.


B. 
Reconnection charge. When water has been turned off from any premises for any of the 


above reasons or for any other violation of the Town's rules, a charge will be made for 


restoring service at such rate as has been set by resolution after a public hearing.

§55-8. Water service regulations generally. 


A. 
Persons authorized to turn on service. No water from the town water supply shall be 


turned on for service into any premises by anyone but the individuals so designated by 


the Town of Millington.


B. 
Application requirements. Application for water service should be made, in writing by 


the property owner.  The Town may provide application forms to all property owners at 


the time of initial connection to simplify the procedure for residents.


C. 
Plumbing subject to state or county regulations. No water shall be turned on for service in 

premises in which the plumbing does not comply with State or County Health 



Department regulations, provided that water may be turned on for construction work in 


unfinished buildings, subject to the provisions of this Article. 


D. 
Resale prohibited. No water shall be resold or distributed by the recipient thereof from 


the Town supply to any premises other than that for which application has been made and 

a meter installed, except in the case of an emergency. 


E. 
Tampering. It shall be unlawful for any person not authorized by the Town to remove, 


tamper with, alter or damage any part of the installed water meter, Town waterworks or 


water supply system. 


F. 
Conditions for application acceptance. No application for service will be accepted by the 


Town until the applicant has paid or made satisfactory arrangements to pay all arrears and 

charges due by the applicant to the Town at any premises now or heretofore occupied by 


him. 

§ 55-8A Fire Hydrants

It shall be unlawful to open a fire hydrant without proper authorization. 
§ 55-9. Connection requirements; water main extensions. 


A. 
Application requirements.  No property owner connecting to the system when it is first 


completed will need to file an application for water service.  Applications for service 


installations for water will be accepted subject to the presence of an existing main in a 


right-of-way abutting the premises to be served. 


B. 
Extensions. Any extension of a water main shall be at the sole expense of the property 


owner requesting the service, provided that should the excess extension footage be 


subsequently utilized for additional taps or connections by persons other than the 


property owner, then the costs of such excess footage or some applicable portion thereof 


may be refunded if utilized within five (5) years from the date of installation.

§ 55-10. Time limit for connections; noncompliance. 


A. 
Connection of fixtures.  When any water main is declared ready for operation by the 


town, Notice shall be given to all abutting property owners in the form of an application 


for service.   Property owners shall then connect to the system and utilize the water.  All 


property owners shall be made aware that they shall be responsible for water bills from 


the date the system is operational.  All abutting property owners shall connect all fixtures 


to the water meter within twelve (12) months of notice to connect.


B. 
Action upon noncompliance. Should any owner of any such property refuse, neglect or 


fail to comply with any of the terms and requirements of  § 55-10A, the Town, its 


servants, agents and employees are hereby empowered and directed to enter upon said 


premises and to perform all the work required of said owner of said property and to 


supply all the material needed therefore at the expense of said owner, and upon 



completion of  said work, the cost thereof, including the cost of said materials and all 


expenses incurred shall be recovered from said owner by the placement of a lien on 


owner’s real property.  Liens shall be collected as provided in §C6-16 of the Charter 


(Sale of Tax-Delinquent Property).  

§55-11. Connection/tapping fees. 


A. 
In-Town connections.  There will be no connection fee for existing homeowners who 


connect within twelve months of the date of Notice to connect.  A connection fee shall be 

charged to new homeowners or developer in new developments as well as existing 


homeowners who fail to connect to the new system after the stated time period for 


connection has elapsed.    The connection fee shall be established by resolution of the 


Town Council after public hearing.


B. 
Out-of-Town connections. Connection of premises outside the Town limits shall include 


a connection fee as established by Mayor and Council as well as the actual cost of the 


connection.

§ 55-12. Connection installations; standards for water service pipes.


 A. 
The water connection from the water meter to the building shall be installed in 



accordance with Town specifications, at the expense of the owner of the premises. For 


this installation, the owner or applicant shall be allowed to install the line themselves.  


Said installation shall be inspected and approved by a State of Maryland licensed 


plumber.  The materials and method of construction shall be approved by the Town or its 


agent, and if the connection has not been installed in accordance with the Town's 
                                  

requirements, water will not be turned on until such defects have been remedied. The 


connection between the water meter and the building and all piping and fixtures on or in 


the building of the owner or applicant shall be maintained by the owner or applicant.


B. 
All water service pipes to the building shall have a minimum cover of thirty (30) inches 


for any open excavation or fault.


C. 
Every water service pipe must be provided with a shut-off valve on the inside of the curb 


line which is easily accessible and fully protected from freezing. 

§ 55-13. Access to Premises by Town Inspector, meter reader, etc.
 The Inspector, meter reader and other properly authorized representatives of the Town of Millington shall have access at all reasonable hours to the premises supplied by the Town with water for the purpose of setting, reading, repairing or removing meters or for making necessary inspections. 

§ 55-14. Effect of provisions on new construction. 

From the time this Article becomes effective, no new construction within the Town limits shall be commenced or permitted unless satisfactory arrangements are made to connect to the municipal water system. 

§ 55-15. Continuance of wells upon installation of public water system. 

After the property owners have been advised that the water system is operational and a water main has been installed in the public way upon which said property fronts, the Town may allow existing wells to be used to operate fountains, swimming pools, streets, lawns, flowers shrubbery, gardens, etc., and for washing automobiles and other vehicles.  Said wells shall not be used for ordinary domestic, household and culinary purposes. All connections between such wells and the domestic water system shall be permanently terminated.

Wells found to be polluted or a menace to health shall be abandoned and closed as approved by the County Health Department...
§ 55-16. Rates and/or charges constitute lien. 

All rates and/or charges referred to in this Article and hereinbefore or hereinafter mentioned shall constitute a lien on the real estate served and shall be collectible in the same manner as Town taxes. 

§ 55-20. Water rates. 

Water rates shall be determined by the Mayor and Council and set by Resolution duly adopted after a public hearing. 

