MILLINGTON
PUBLIC DRAINAGE ASSOCIATION

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

I.  Operation

A.
The Millington Public Drainage Association will be operated in 



compliance with Article 25 of the Maryland Drainage Law as amended.  


The Association will hold annual meetings to be held in January to elect 


managers, review tax income and maintenance liability, review plan 


activity from the previous year, and determine plan activity for the 



upcoming year.  Special meetings will be held as needed with proper 



notification.


B.
Maintenance work to the public ditch will be performed in a manner to 


comply with Title 15, Subtitle 20, Regulations 15.20.01 where applicable.  

These regulations will be used as guidelines to determine any course of 


action.



1.
This Operation and Maintenance Plan is intended to be an open 



ended plan and is subject to periodic revision by the Public 




Drainage Association Managers.  Revisions will be submitted for 



approval in the same manner as the plan.


2.
The extent of maintenance and repairs will be limited by the 



amount of tax monies collected annually by the Association.



3.
The inspection report will be used to schedule required 




maintenance.



4.
Schedule maintenance and repairs may have to be delayed due to 



circumstances beyond the control of the Managers of the 




Association.


C.
The public ditch will be inspected on an annual basis prior to the annual 


meeting in January.  The Public Drainage Association Managers may 


request a representative of the Kent County Soil Conservation District 


participate in this inspection.  An inspection will be conducted after any 


severe storms.  A review of road crossing will be performed after each 


mowing.



1.
In the event of severe weather, monies may be diverted from 



general maintenance to perform emergency repairs.


D.
All vehicles must stay on designated access roads.  Only the Managers or 


their agents may enter any property without first seeking the landowner’s 


permission.


E.
An annual maintenance tax will be levied and collected through the Kent 


County Treasurer.  The amount to be taxed will be determined at the 


annual business meeting.


F.
No fences will be allowed across designated access roads.  Permanent 


fences are to be set back from the ditch at such a distance to allow a 


mower to travel safely along the bank of the ditch.  Any landowner who 


wishes to install a fence must do so with the understanding that they may 


be asked to remove the fence to allow for mowing of the ditch.


G.
If any landowner or tenant, if a rental unit, willfully or through neglect 


damages or causes damage to the operation of the public ditch he/she will 


be asked to repair the damage or pay for the repairs to be made to the 


damaged ditch.  If the landowner refuses to pay for repairs, it will be the 


policy of the Public Drainage Association Managers to perform the needed 

maintenance and bill the affected landowner.


H.
The Kent County Soil Conservation District will, upon request of the 


Millington Public Drainage Association and to the extent that its resources 

permit, provide consultative assistance in the operation of the structural 


measures.

II. Maintenance Procedures


A.
Clean out of channel obstructions and sediment traps will be done as 


determined necessary by inspections.  Clean out includes but is limited to 


the removal of debris, sediment deposits, sand bars, or the removal of 


undesired woody or vegetative growth.


1.
Clean out is the preferred maintenance procedure instead of 



clearing and snagging.



2.
New sediment traps will be installed when accompanied by 



extensive cleanout.  Effective replacement will be determined by 



the Kent County Soil Conservation Service.


B.
Vegetative control will be performed on a regularly scheduled basis.  


Undesirable woody growth will be controlled by mowing both banks and 


berms.  Mowing will be done as deemed necessary by the Managers of the 

Public Drainage Association.  The Public Drainage Association will 


maintain the filter strips on both sides of the ditch as well as the access 


areas.

C.
Repairs to the channel, banks, berms, and structures will be done in 


accordance to original specifications as funds are available, insuring that 


water quality is maintained at all times.


D.
Any placement of fill material including pipes, earth fill, and riprap in 


channels or wetlands will be subject to proper permits and approval from 


the Corps of Engineers and the State of Maryland where they have 



jurisdiction.


E.
The Public Drainage is not affected by anadromous fish due to its 



upstream location, lack of adequate flow, or natural or man-made 



obstructions.  Areas to be maintained and under control of the Managers 


when mowed will not affect water temperature or shading.


F.
Clean out will be limited to approximately 6” below design grade and the 


material removed will be removed from the site.


G.
The Millington Public Drainage Association will maintain in a centralized 


location a record of all inspections performed both individually and jointly 

by the Millington Public Drainage Association and County, and of all 


significant actions taken by the Millington Public Drainage Association 


with respect to operation and maintenance.


H.
The Public Drainage Association will notify the Kent County Finance 


Office six months in advance of the tax year of their desire to levy a tax 


for maintenance and operation of the structural measures.

III. Construction Techniques


A.
Structures



1.
Structures will be inspected regularly and repaired as needed.  All 



pipes that were originally the land owner’s expense will be 




maintained by the land owner.



2.
All new ditches or drains connected to the Public Ditch must 



provide continued access.  Access roads along the ditch will not be 


interrupted.  These access pipes will be at the land owner’s 




expense.



3.
All water control structures will be maintained.  If additional 



structures are determined to be necessary for the preservation of 



the ditch, the land owner may apply for cost sharing with the state 



cost sharing program.



4.
All pipe installations will have the approval of the Kent County 



Soil Conservation District.  Pipe size and installation will be 



supervised by Kent County Soil Conservation District.  Ditch 



crossings will be approved by the Managers of the Public Drainage 


Association.


5.
County and State Roads will be contacted concerning pipes in their 


jurisdiction.



6.
The Managers may install culverts that they deem necessary for 



access or maintenance.


B.
Revegetation



1.
All disturbed areas will be seeded to a permanent cover of 




Kentucky 31 tall fescue at a rate of 20 lbs. per acre.  This will be 



done immediately after construction or disturbance.  Sericea 



Lespedeza can be planted as a mixture with Fescue at a rate of 15 



lbs. per acre or 3 lbs. per 1,000 linear feet.


2.
Removal of protective bank vegetation will be kept to a minimum.  


During seeding periods, all bared channel banks will be seeded 



daily.  Outside of seeding dates, mulching shall be used to prevent 



erosion on channel banks.



3.
Seeding will be done on other areas requiring vegetative treatment 



within seven (7) days after final soil disturbance.



4.
The progress of revegetation shall be monitored by the Managers 



of the Public Drainage Association or their representative and 



corrective action taken when necessary.


C.
Filter strips



1.
Filter strips to be maintained or established will meet the following 


minimum requirements:  The Public Drainage Association will 



maintain a minimum 10 foot strip on both sides of the main 



channel and lateral channels.

IV.  Maintenance History and Implementation Schedule


A.
History



1.
The Millington Public Drainage is approximately 3,433 feet in 



length.  The benefited are includes approximately 25% of the total 



population within Town limits.



2.
The existing ditch drains into a small stream that flows into the 



Chester River.


3.
The ditch is well maintained by the Managers.


B.
Schedule



1.
The Managers plan to contract with a local vendor to maintain the 



mowing of the ditch on an annual basis.



2.
Annual inspections will be performed by the Managers unless 



there is an occurrence of a severe storm which will warrant 




additional inspections.



3.
The Managers plan to research and implement:



a.
continue with open communication between Association 




and  Town, County, and State agencies to secure the 




necessary funding to repair and maintain the public 





drainage ditch area;




b.
address and correct the areas of failure along the public 




drainage ditch area to eliminate pooling and non-flowing 




areas;




c.
address, correct, and maintain evasive plant species along 




drainage ditch area;




d.
address, correct, and maintain silt sediment along drainage 




area; soil erosion; and shore stabilization;




e.
address and correct excessive drainage issues with 





impervious surfaces;




f.
address property owners of debris along drainage area and 




the importance to maintain private property in such a 




manner to avoid flow problems;




g.
begin process of reevaluating benefited area due to growth 




in surrounding area;

Technical assistance to implement or revise this plan is available through the Kent County Soil Conservation District and other cooperating agencies.
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