MILLINGTON PUBLIC DRAINAGE ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

SEPTEMBER 20, 2007


A meeting of the Millington Public Drainage Association was called to order at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 20, 2007 by Managers Charles Willis and Lewis Teat.  Those in attendance were:  Jennifer Hardin, Carl Hardin, Carville Robinson, George Mitchell, and Patti Santiago.


Jo Downey, Clerk for the Town of Millington, explained that Kent Soil Conservation had inspected the drainage ditch earlier today with the following findings:

· need to mow grass along ditch;

· need to fix blow outs along ditch;

· need to remove trees and debris from ditch;

· need to remove bamboo and tress along ditch behind church;

· need to have drainage pipe at Sassafras Street cleaned out; and

· need to have ditch redredged and soil removed from site.

A map was presented with areas of major concern designated by Kent Soil Conservation.


Resident Jennifer Hardin explained that the ditch that runs along her property is falling in on both sides of the ditch, it has never been cut, and that it smells.  Mrs. Hardin stated she offered to pay to have the ditch along her property fixed with the proper piping and drainage a few years ago.  She also stated she was informed by an employee of the company that redredged the ditch a few years ago that the section in her yard does not drain properly due to concrete chunks under the road blocking proper drainage.  Mrs. Hardin stated her husband owned a brush cutter and they were willing to allow the Association to use this to clean up the ditch.


Manager Teat explained there is a box drain in his yard where the pipes from the area behind Westcott’s property and the school enter the ditch that needs to be cleaned out as it is clogged.  Ms. Downey explained she had contacted State Highway regarding the drain but was informed it was not there drain.  It seems that this is the responsibility of the Ditch Association.


The Managers of the Association agreed to ask the County to cut the area along the ditch as the phragmites have been sprayed.  Jo Downey will contact the County in regards to this matter.  Manager Willis reemphasized to make it clear to the County to cut grass along the entire ditch not just the area behind Hurtt Avenue properties.  Ms. Downey will take care of this matter.


Resident Patti Santiago explained that the ditch bordering her property was never fixed properly after John Stoltzfus Inc. constructed School Street into Mill Village.  Mrs. Santiago explained that she is cleaning up the yard along the ditch and has removed many dead trees and junk left from previous owners.  She stated there is also a great deal of poison sumac along the back of her property.


Resident Carville Robinson complained the ditch had not been cut as in previous years.  Manager Willis explained the need to spray for phragmites prior to mowing this year.  Willis also explained that the area behind Mr. Robinson’s property was not sprayed because the contractor spraying could not reach the Robinsons to receive permission to enter their property for spraying.  


The Manager decided to proceed with research and create a plan to have the ditch redredged.  Mr. Robinson stated that while redredging the drag bucket should remove the trees that are located within the ditch.  Mr. Hardin stressed his concern that every time the ditch is redredged it is widened.  Mr. Hardin stated he feels the sides of the ditch need to be stabilized to avoid future erosion and to eliminate any future widening of the ditch.  Manager Willis explained that during a recent inspection it was noted that erosion was bad in the ditch behind the Fire House and needs to be repaired as there is a safety issue concerning the loose soil.  Mrs. Hardin asked what needs to happen to get this matter fixed properly.  Mr. Robinson explained that when the original ditch was dug there was an 8 foot right-of-way deed to the Millington Public Drainage Association from each land owner. 


Mr. Robinson stated a plan needs be created requesting the clean up of sludge, oil, and trash in the ditch and to explain the problems that may occur if not corrected as this stuff drains to the Chester River.  Mr. Robinson also felt the plan should ask for the ditch to be tiled.  Manager Teat explained there is a problem finding a volunteer group to remove trash and debris from the ditch.  He has approached the Cub Scouts regarding this issue as a community project; but stated the Scouts were not receptive to the idea.  Manager Willis stated he would have no problem asking the Detention Center to send a detail of men to perform the job.  Mr. Robinson recommended the Managers appoint Clerk-Treasurer Jo Downey and Commissioner Ed Robinson to devise a plan for approval by the Managers of the Public Drainage Association and present the plan to the Kent County Commissioners for funding assistance.

With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
