MILLINGTON PUBLIC DRAINAGE ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

MARCH 14, 2007


A meeting of the managers of the Millington Public Drainage Association was held on Wednesday, March 14, 2007 at 6:30 PM.  Those in attendance were Lewis Teat, Kenneth Vansant, and Charles Willis.


Each manager was presented with a binder with copies of all notes and correspondence for 2007 regarding the tax ditch; maps depicting the tax ditch and benefited area; a list of those properties in the benefited area; forms for use throughout the year; and a copy of the Public Drainage Association Laws and Regulations published by Maryland Department of Agriculture, February 2005.


It was agreed that the central location of all files will be at the Town Office of Millington and clerical support will be provided by Town Clerk Jo Downey.  The PDA managers were provided with a draft of an Operation and Maintenance Plan to review and edit.  Upon completion of the initial inspection of the drainage ditch; the plan will be finalized and forwarded to the proper authorities.  It was also agreed with a vote of 3-0 to open an account at B B & T, Millington, MD to receive tax receivables and to pay for any maintenance costs authorized by the managers.  All managers signed the account agreement with B B & T and voted to have two signatures required on all withdraws from the account.  A letter was signed by the managers addressed to the Kent County Commissioners requesting all accumulated funds for the drainage ditch and all future receivables be forwarded to the Millington Public Drainage Association for management of the tax ditch.


The managers discussed having the benefited area reevaluated as there are properties not included in the designated benefited area that drain to the tax ditch.  A vote of 3-0 was entered to begin this proceeding.  Town Clerk Jo Downey will contact the proper parties to begin the reevaluation process.  


PDA (Public Drainage Association) Manager Charles Willis stated he would contact Butch Crew of Kent County Roads Division in regards to spraying phragmites along the ditch.  Manager Willis will discuss price and availability of Mr. Crew’s assistance in this matter.

The managers of the PDA determined priority tasks are:

· to walk the ditch and perform a complete survey;

· to clean the catch basin located on Sassafras Street;

· evaluate the size of the pipe draining under Sassafras


Street and its efficiency;

· determine the approximate depth of silt sediment in ditch; and

· address drainage problems on parcel 268 (the Teat residence).

It was agreed that Managers Willis and Teat will walk the ditch and report back with supporting photographs to Manager Vansant and the Town Office.  Upon completion of the inspection, the PDA managers will meet to discuss the necessary steps to correct issues pertaining to the proper drainage of the tax ditch.  It was discussed to contact Jeff Bartsch, Contractor, to work with the managers to correct all issues as he was the contractor that performed the work in 1993.  Prior to any definitive decisions made the managers will need to address the endangered species list for Kent County, the Department of Agriculture, Maryland Department of the Environment, and Kent County Soil Conservation.
A discussion followed regarding those agencies that are included in the benefited area that are exempt from paying taxes; therefore not donating to the maintenance of the tax ditch; those parties include Kent County Board of Education, Kent County Commissioners, Maryland-Delaware Railroad Company, and the Town of Millington.  It was decided that as we move forward we would address these agencies asking for some type of support to assist in the maintenance of the tax ditch.







Respectfully submitted,






Elizabeth Jo Downey







Clerk

